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_____________________________________________________________________________________
	It seems like only yesterday that the season started and here we are staring Easter in the face! Although many areas of the club are flourishing, some Junior teams are struggling for numbers, especially the U12, U13s and U14s.  If you know of anyone who is interested in playing rugby, please encourage them to come along to training on a Tuesday or Sunday.

Remember that raffle tickets are on sale with 90% of the takings going to CRFC funds, there are big prizes available so don’t hesitate and ask your team manager for your tickets!! (see below for details), and look out for the new CRFC website, details in this newsletter.
Happy reading!  Jaap van der Leeden, Editor, CRFC Newsletter


	Update from the Club President

	The first half of the season was very successful for the whole club and I am especially pleased to see that the first XV have bounced back from last year’s disappointments with an excellent start to the season. In addition I am extremely pleased to see that the Colts/Development team have also made a good start to the season – well done again.

Of particular note has to be a big first in the history of CRFC which was when we had all 4 senior teams playing at home on one Saturday afternoon – this it seems is a first for the club and goes a long way to show just how far we have all come over the past 40 years. One of the reasons that we had all 4 teams at home was because the 1st XV opposition could not find a pitch to play on at their home ground and so they asked to come to us!

A common subject at the club is how we can develop and encourage minis and junior mums and dads to come into the senior section of the club and sadly we have not been able to retain as many mums and dads as we would like and this is perhaps that they are not quite “at home” in the senior section and maybe are not sure of the “format”.  We have been discussing ways that we might be able to “welcome” more mums and dads to come along and watch the senior games and also to perhaps get involved with the senior section in terms of training, management etc.  One good way of being involved in the senior section is to become a Vice President or VP, the membership for a VP is a donation and this category is open to anyone to join – you do not need to be asked as is perhaps a common perception - and of course there are the fantastic VP lunches prior to the home 1st XV matches – Ray Pick is the VP secretary and he can be contacted on 01483 272443 if you are interested, then please give him a call

One such member to have “transferred” from the mini/junior section was Mike Perides whose family have been involved in the club for many years.  Sadly Mike died over the summer, which along with the untimely loss of his son Nathan, is a big blow to his family to say the least.  I considered Mike a very good friend and whilst not a life-long rugby player or indeed CRFC member, he will be sadly missed and our best wishes are of course with his family. 

Luke Margetts, President CRFC



Win £10,000!

RFU Grand Draw raffle tickets now on sale from the bar, or ask your team manager or captain for some. Please sell some too!

1st prize: £10,000 CASH!, 

2nd prize: 6 Nations 09/10 away weekend for 2 inc. travel, accommodation and match tickets
3rd and 4th prizes: £1,000 Cash
Plus there are over 50 other great prizes to be won.
Tickets £1 each or £5 for a book of 5.  90p in each £1 is kept by the Club! 
	

	1st XV Report

The 1st XV's journey through the uncharted waters of Surrey 2, have happily produced more highs than lows so far this season. A deeper playing pool, consistent selection and thus far better luck with injuries has enabled us to play some high quality rugby at times this season. The evergreen (wily veterans) Dan Cast, Rob Ambler and Tim Bargeman provide a wealth of experience from which the younger members of the team can learn a great deal. Jamie White, Josh Elliott, Dan Ritchie, Josh Benson and Pete Terson have all been playing regularly for the 1st team. New recruits Toby Mussel and Scott Milne have both added drive and impetus to the team, impressively making their mark on and off the pitch.

As things currently stand we are fifth in the table. Various results stand out and the results against Law Society (home), Old Emanuel (home) and Old Ruts (away) were victories to be pleased with, all achieved in different conditions and with varied game plans.  The 50 point thumping of Pulborough in the EDF was the early season high point. Since Christmas we have played some very good stuff, particularly against Old Ruts. Some of our performances have been less impressive. Anyone involved with the first half against Haileyburians must surely never again want to be part of such a limp performance.  Happily the improvement shown against Teddington provides a great deal of encouragement for the remainder of this season and indeed for next season.

While nobody can fault our dedication and commitment, our game management and use of possession must be addressed. This is down to the players on the pitch to achieve.  We are able to compete with all teams in the league and should have the beating of them all.  Confidence in our own ability with the ball in hand should produce greater rewards.  Having secured our league position but not being able to challenge for promotion our aim now is to finish as high up the league as possible and to win the Surrey Shield.  Both are realistic aims and provide the team with a fresh focus for the latter stages of the season.

As ever the call goes out to everyone to attend training as often as they can. Our fitness levels can only improve and the more numbers we have the more realistic and game like training can be. From an administrative point of view if you know you are unavailable for a Saturday please let James or Derek know as soon as possible so there is no confusion as to your availability.

  

Dave Eve
Front Row 1st XV


	NEW Cranleigh Rugby Club Website

The new Cranleigh Rugby Club website is now up & running - you can view it at: http://www.cranleighrfc.co.uk/ 

Please note that there are links top right to the Juniors & Minis sister sites.  I am still uploading content & need any fixtures, results, match reports, photos etc, however as you will see the library of pictures currently available is really somewhat limited!  I would therefore be most grateful for any photos, old or new, preferably sent in digital format to: tobyeves@aol.com.  If people only have printed copies or old style negatives I can scan or have them converted into digital format, depending on the quality of the original.  In particular I am interested in any historical ones, plus older members’ personal recollections, stories etc.

Also I desperately need some decent action shots of our current 1st XV, 2nd XV, Development & Vets sides, as well as any of the Minis or Juniors in action, If anyone has a good quality camera please fell free to express yourself artistically & send me the results!

Many thanks, Toby Eves

P.S. As with any new website the re will be glitches but feel free to report them to me & make any constructive suggestions, I also need your player profiles (see website for required information)



	

	Grounds Report

	Having managed to get the 6 new floodlight columns all up & working just in time for the start of the new season, thanks to a massive effort from a number of people, in particular Tim Spence, we are now enjoying the benefits of a vastly better illuminated training pitch. 

However the corners are not as well lit as we would like, especially if we are to play the occasional floodlit game, so we have applied for & received a further grant from the SITA Trust, which together with some additional cash input by the Mini & Junior Section has enabled us to purchase 4 additional columns which will each have a single light on 

must try to make maximum use of the ones over the road, especially on a Sunday for the Juniors with the Minis now training on the Clubhouse side.
I would also like to remind Junior coaches to make the effort to use the far side of the Training Pitch as much as possible, thus avoiding over using the near side which tends to be where the most water gathers when it is at its wettest. Your help in this regard is much appreciated. 

We hope to Vertidrain the pitches again soon, but unfortunately the machine that we borrow from our neighbours at Wildwood Golf Course is currently broken, so this is preventing any further verti-draining at present. However once this is fixed this process will help the top surface root zone to both breathe & drain better. We intend to continue to verti-drain the pitches on a regular basis.

	
	them erected in the 4 corners. 

We are also putting 2 more columns up to light the area between the pitches, plus a single light pointing East towards the 1st XV pitch on the back of the two existing columns adjacent to that area. In order to do this next phase we have had to apply for additional planning consent, but have already received positive pre-approval letter from the Planning Inspector at Waverley Borough Council.
So far our pitches are all holding up quite well, but we 
Finally the more observant amongst you may have noticed that the goalposts are all a little straighter now! They have all been taken down & the sockets set in concrete. Thanks are again due to a number of club members for their hard work & assistance with this, including Nigel, Robin & Tim. Special thanks must also go to Simon Kersley who has spent endless hours sorting out “Major Catastrophe’s”! 

Simon also assisted with the erection of the post & netting at the far end of the 1st XV pitch which we hoped might catch some of the balls that otherwise might have hit the end of Morris’s house, frequently breaking his tiles. Unfortunately it appears that the posts are not really high enough for our goal kickers, so we may in due course have to raise them a little higher still!

Toby Eves
Ground Secretary


Robin Williams has the following items available for purchase (25 available of each), all with the club crest; 

Blue with red trim polo Shirt.   £15.00

Light blue casual shirt with button down collar.   £15.00
Sizes available M. L .XL other sizes to order if required.  Please contact Robin if you are interested.
	Colts

	

	Sadly we always lose a lot of players for a whole variety of reasons around the age of 17 to 18 so it was decided this season to run a combined Colts (U19s) team, which I am delighted to report has proved successful in providing regular games of rugby for our U17s & U18s players, plus a few U19s, especially those who get little or no rugby at school or college, or are now out earning a living. 

	

	Thus far we have played & beaten Horsham (20-17) & Weybridge Vandals (10-5), although we lost to both Midhurst (24-35) & Pulborough (26-31) but as you can see from the scores these have all been close fought affairs. We hope to continue in this vein & are planning return matches against all these sides in the second half of the season, which is always a good sign that both sides have enjoyed the contests.

	

	A hastily arranged early rematch against Weybridge Vandals saw us run out comfortable 27-10 winners, which shows that we are making progress, although the game always felt closer than the score suggests. Recent recruits Rinus Moulder & Josh Benson both played prominent roles, as did other stalwarts such as JP Jones, James Longbon, Nick Hendy, Jamie White & both the Woodhouse boys who are having fine seasons.

	

	Other young players within the Colts group such as Rory Eves & Callum Greaves continue to improve at a pleasing rate. Nick Hendy in particular is making giant strides in almost every game & is now working with Lorraine Ereira on a player specific strength & conditioning programme to improve his core stability. Lorraine is happy to design similar individual programmes so please just ask her on a Tuesday evening.

	

	With the help of specialists such as Lorraine, plus the coaching expertise of Mike White & the invaluable support of Simon Kersley & many others from the touchline we plan to continue this progress during the second half of the season.

	

	STOP PRESS – We have just agreed to combine forces with Guildfordians who have also been struggling for players

	

	Toby Eves -  Colts & Development Team Manager



	Development XV

After a stonking start when we thrashed Streatham & Croydon 3rds 57-12 away & then Chobham 4ths 67-10 at home with two fantastic displays of running total rugby, we came back down to earth with a serious bump losing to a strong Sutton & Epsom 5ths at home by a big score (5-43)

We then struggled to get the better of both Mitcham & Merton away on successive Saturdays in South London, losing 14-29 & 20-29 despite improved performances in both games. With stronger sides out & home advantage we are confident of reversing both of those last two defeats after Christmas. 

Unfortunately Warlingham 4ths were unable to raise a side to travel to rural Surrey on an International Saturday so most of our youngsters instead turned out for Will Davies’ mighty Eagles 2nd XV over at Stoke Park to play Guildfordians’ Bisons 2nd XV, who were comprehensively beaten 6 tries to nil (30-3) on a day when their 1st XV were not playing. Veteran Rob Wheeler stood out in a good all round display.

Sadly Shawn Smith suffered a serious injury this game & is now recovering in hospital. I am sure that you will all join me in wishing Shawn a full & speedy recovery. As a Club we will of course support him & his young family in anyway that we practically can. Hopefully we will see him back at the Club soon.

In our two remaining games before Christmas we expect a tough but winnable trip to Old Ruts on 6 December & a similar home game against Croydon on 20 December. So by the time you read this we very much hope to have recorded at least another couple of wins, bolstered by the return of some of our stronger players from University as we approach the holiday period. 

We are also most grateful for the support that we have had from the Vets, in particular from their Captain Neil Clisby & fellow players such as Ray Warren & Simeon Ereira, as well as many others who have turned out for us, squeezing their finely honed bodies in the rather tight Academy shirts! 

We have also been successful in dragging a number of retired players back onto the rugby pitch & even a few who had barely played the game before. Most prominent amongst these has been Jon Warren who bravely managed a whole game in the front row in dreadful weather conditions, resulting in many many scrums at Merton. I believe that his neck has just about recovered now! 

Coach Mike White has also filled in at fly half, which is not bad for a former flanker & 3rd XV captain at Kingston who thought he’d hung up his boots for good about 20 years ago!

Both of these “boys” have started a healthily trend of attracting players from amongst the Mini & Junior coaching ranks, which has to be a very good thing when it comes to bringing all sections of the club together.

At the same time more & more former players are starting to bring their youngsters down on a Sunday morning & get involved in the coaching; again this is IMHO massively healthy for the Club as a whole, especially since a number of these guys themselves started as youngsters in the Minis & Juniors, so we are now beginning to complete the “virtuous circle of life” at Cranleigh Rugby Club!

I must finish though by congratulating all our young players who have fronted up so well in their first few months of playing adult rugby & shown a considerable amount of ability in the process. 

To the forefront has been Captain Adam Kersley, backed up as always by the ever presents Sam Champion, Nathan Richardson & Brian Woodhouse - when he’s not being sin binned that is!

The three Terson boys, Ben, Peter & Shaun have all contributed massively in their own unique “Terson style”, with Peter even managing to score his first ever try for the club after 10 years of trying on the wing!  

Added to this we have managed to recruit a number of totally new players to the Club. Welcome to Josh Benson, Paddy Montgomery, Matt Gutteridge, Shawn Smith, Jaco De Beer & Rinus Moulder. An eclectic selection of players of all ages & from all parts of the world!

In the process we have created a whole new side, with the resultant increase in player numbers that is so important to the future prosperity & success of our rugby club.

Toby Eves

Team Manager

	

	Minis & Juniors

	Some of you will know how I was blindsided into the becoming chairman and I certainly didn't realise the extent of the role. I can still remember sitting in a pub with Toby, going through his little piece of paper with a short list of my jobs, what he forgot to mention was that was the edited highlights!!  However I would like to thank everybody who has helped me so far in settling in, bearing with me and I hope will continue to help in the future.

 

The flood lights are up and making a fantastic difference to Tuesday evening training, I just wish they threw out a bit more heat!  But thank you very much to Toby and Tim Spence who have done a great job in sorting the grants for them and installing them.

 

Numbers in some years continue to ebb and flow, the mini's have got good numbers, but we are still short of some coaches, volunteers on the committee and players in some years, if anybody knows of a parent who might help coach or volunteer for a position on the committee (It doesn't have to be a big drain on your time) or any spare kids, please bring them along any Sunday.

 

Going forward we are looking at ways to improve our standards of coaching and will be sending a number of coaches on courses to develop their skills and pass them on to other coaches within the club.
Key dates for your diaries: Minis presentation & Fun day is 26th April, for the Juniors it’s the 3rd May, see you all there!
  

Johnathan Warren

Minis and Juniors Chairman

	
	
	

	Selected Minis Season Reports

	
	
	


	U8s

It has been very encouraging start to the season with some old faces returning as U8’s – indeed, we have some veterans now with 3 years of tag under their belts. This showed at the first tournament of the season with despite atrocious weather conditions some very strong attacking play. Not a single forward pass or offside in 4 matches suggests a coaching regime that England should adopt! Strong in defence and attack it was a real pleasure to receive comments from other coaches about our discipline and skill level - well done everyone. Great attacking runs from Marcus, Mickey, Ben, Archie and storming onto the scene Lydia who all seem able to carve through defences before the opposition notice that are there. Accurate defence from Teddy and Max with superb linking play from Edward and Sam gave us a second place against some of the bigger clubs in the area.

We continue to see a strong turnout on a weekly basis for training and the growth of the squad this year has meant a very lively and competitive series of training sessions for all. The girls are starting to come into their own this season and all of them seem undaunted by the boys with very strong running from Sophia and great positional play from Charlotte. 

As we get closer to the U9’s I will begin introducing principles of the contact game into our sessions where the power and pace of Chad, Lukas, Mikey and a new recruit Sam will start to see the creation of a very powerful squad. 

As usual I must mention the parents who turn up every week to ensure their children develop a love of rugby and of course everyone who helps out on the pitch in particular Hugh, Chris and Andrew but also to everyone who helps out in the kitchen.

I am confident that the festivals later in the season will enable us to build on the improvements we have already made this year with some real talent starting to blossom which means that Cranleigh Rugby Club will have a very bright future.
Ian Searle

Team Coach/Manager

	
	U9s

What a change a year makes! The move from Tag to Contact saw a flood of new faces arrive at Cranleigh Under 9’s 

Of Course numbers fluctuate but we can now be confident of fielding two teams for tournaments rather than struggling for the extra player to make just the one!

We have several ‘young stars’ that are really starting to shine and confidence is growing weekly! Although the weather is getting colder and wetter, the performances continue to improve. Players are starting to ruck, pass and tackle, which is more than I ever achieved!
 

To those that stick it out each week through icy winds and rain…a very big Thank you! 

A further thanks is needed for Mike Chapman whose help has been invaluable this year.

Finally congratulations to the vociferous supporters (you know how to keep warm) and a very Happy New Year to you all!

Andy Hodge

Team Coach/Manager
U13s

This year we continue to struggle for numbers having had to grant walkovers in 3 out of 5 league matches so far due to not being able to field a team.  Many thanks to the U12s who have supported us a couple of times this season by providing players for friendly matches, the boys did very well stepping up to a full pitch!
When the boys do play teams of the appropriate standard (larger club ‘B’ teams) in friendlies, they compete well and show great promise, unfortunately in the leagues it’s a different story as we should be at least 1, maybe 2 leagues lower, always a risk in this first league season!  Next season should see the leagues more balanced.

Jaap van der Leeden

Team Manager
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