
Cranleigh RFC Newsletter – Autumn 2009

Further information on all aspects of the club can be found at www.cranleighrfc.co.uk
Please check notice boards and web site for information about upcoming events.

Chairman’s Report – Nigel Spong

The Season has started well for most Sections of the Club, although I believe that certain sides in the Juniors could do with more Players and possibly Coaches.

Last Summer we made improvements to the Clubhouse, with the Changing Rooms being re decorated and the Flooring in them and the Gents being relayed.

Also, Tim has now almost completed the second phase of the Floodlights, enabling the use of the Triangle between the First and Training Pitches at nights and the Training Pitch to have full Match Floodlights up to RFU Spec.

One of the things that we have in hand at present is Incorporating of the Club into a Limited Company. For those of you who don’t fully understand what this means, please read the RFU Bulletin on the Main Notice Board.

Although not a great one for Holidays, last Summer was a good one for Grass Growing and all the Pitches are well covered, which is just as well considering the dry Autumn we have had.

We still need to run, if possible, four Senior sides on a few Saturdays, so if you know of anyone who wants to or you have not been asked to play, please get in touch.

Good Luck to all Sections of our Club in the next few months. 

1st XV report – Dave Eve

The 2009/10 season is already 2 months old. Results on the pitch have certainly been favourable for the 1st team with a string of good performances leaving them second in the Surrey 2 table after 4 league games. Considering three of these matches have been away from home it is definitely an encouraging start for new captain Christian Morris, who, along with coaches Gez Shayler and Ken Edwards, has created a committed and determined team. 

An extensive pre-season programme got the players into decent shape and two warm-up matches against Surrey 1 opposition, including a splendid 9 try demolition of Farnham, prepared the team for the long league season ahead.

The first league game away at Old Emanuel produced a well earned 15-20 victory but certainly showed the need to play for 80 minutes as OEs hit back late with 3 tries. The first round of the EDF Junior Vase saw Seaford visit Wildwood Lane. They were well beaten 58-0 as Cranleigh’s fitness and versatility dominated their much younger and inexperienced opposition.

Raynes Park were the first league visitors and Cranleigh overcame the Surrey 2 new boys 22-7 with a fine tactical performance that demonstrated how to close out a game and shut down the opposition.

An away trip to Old Blues saw Cranleigh’s first defeat 22-15. Although Cranleigh played more of the rugby some inconsistent refereeing and a lack of discipline when things would not go our way saw Old Blues finish the game strongly to take the points.

Cranleigh next ventured to Merton to play Old Ruts. A fragmented and frustrating first half saw Cranleigh trail 8-7 at half time. A much calmer and efficient second half performance was the result of a wake up call from captain Morris as Cranleigh scored 27 unanswered points to win 8-34.

The 2nds, under new captain Drew Blackman, have had some mixed results so far with some good wins but also some losses. Even playing with ten men recently they were still competitive so a full fifteen should be a match for any team they come across. 

The Vets have had a decent start to the season with Clisby’s men racking up some big scores as their Barbarian style of rugby proves too hot to handle.

As the weather turns wetter and colder all players are reminded to try and attend both training sessions each week as the more training we do as a team so our performances will improve throughout the season.

Colts & Development XVs – Toby Eves
The Colts XV have had a difficult start to the season as we have struggled with a lack of players both at training & on match days, but I must thank the committed few, led by Captain Birdseye, who have made themselves available on a regular basis. 

At the end of the day it is up to all the players who want to play for our Colts XV to make training as often as possible if we are to improve as a team. Also, as a number of you have already done, please bring your friends down to bolster the ranks. 

Following a tough September when we have played some strong sides & suffered numerous heavy defeats, we must learn from those, especially when it comes to contesting the ball at the contact area & organising our defensive line. 

We now move on to our first League games & thankfully some more winnable friendlies, so keep the faith, work hard for each other & your rewards will come. 

The Development XV boys have boosted senior training nights with both their enthusiasm. Some of last season’s regulars have moved up to play for the 1st & 2nd XVs, whilst others need more time to mature.  

New players are stepping up from the junior ranks all the time & with our first League games approaching fast we hope that new Captain Ben Terson can lead an elective mixture of youth & veterans to an even higher finish than last season’s 4th place, which saw us moved up a level to Surrey Combination 3.

U15s Match Summary – Richard West

Match v Effingham at home – won 45-5

After a 12 try feast against Farnborough last weekend this week’s fist league match was always going to be a much tougher encounter and so it proved.

We started with our full squad of 17 players and Josh bravely started the match but it didn’t take long for the cold/flu bug to force him off the pitch. This meant that Mike had to move from centre to prop with Jack S off the bench and into the inside centre position.

There was a lack of continuity for much of the first half from both teams and Cranleigh experienced the first real pressure at the scrums and rucks for several matches. However just before half time there was a series of attacks from Cranleigh resulting in a try by Mike to give us a very welcomed 5-0 lead going into the break.

A try shortly after half time by Jai helped to keep the momentum with Cranleigh. This enabled the team to settle down and ensure a plentiful supply of ball, which was not squandered. Backs and forwards started to interlink well and the ball recycled to give much needed quick possession. The next 20 minutes saw Cranleigh cross the line for a further five tries. Jack S scored the crucial forth try which ensured our winning bonus point. Tom F used his evasive skills well to claim a hat trick of tries in the match and with his kicking boots on as well, he converted five of the seven tries to claim a personal points haul for the match of 25.

There were a few contenders for ‘Man of the Match’ but Mike came out on top for his sheer work rate, especially at the breakdown.

Overall an excellent start to the league competition but with plenty of areas to improve on before our next league game against Rosslyn Park on 15th November!

Scorers:

Tries Mike, Jai, Tom F (3), Jack S, Miles

Conversions: Tom F – 5

House & Grounds – Toby Eves
I’m delighted to report that the changing room refurbishments have now been completed. Special thanks to Clive Ford for all his hard work laying the floor tiles & fitting the new benches which I hope you will agree look great. The RFU have funded half of the project cost by means of a grant with the Club meeting the rest of the cost. Please respect these new facilities as we hope they will serve us well for many years. 

Outside we have suffered from a very dry late summer & autumn, following an extremely dry spring & early summer, only interspersed with some seasonal rain for the school summer holidays in July & early August. Fortunately this allowed the fertiliser to do its job & we achieved a decent covering of grass on all the pitches which has been left deliberately long to cope with the dry conditions since. 

We hope to verti-drain & sand the pitches as soon as the ground conditions permit, improving both drainage & maintaining healthy root growth for as long as temperatures permit though the remainder of the autumn & into the winter months. 

You can all help by using all the available training areas, especially the far side of the Training Pitch whenever possible. The rabbit holes are still a problem so if you spot one please fill it in then & there. Sand is available as is a wheelbarrow & shovel in the grounds container (usual code for padlock!) 

Adi Bargeman has now kindly mended the whole rabbit fence, erecting 3 new stretches around the Training Pitch & fixing the holes by the 1st XV pitch. He is going to keep on checking these but again if you spot a hole please feel free to re-join the wire; if we all try to keep on top of our furry friends we may win the battle. 

You may have noticed that we now have two more floodlights illuminating the area between the Training pitch & the 1st XV pitch so please do use this to train on when the main areas are full. We hope to have the extra lights in the 4 corners of the Training pitch up on the newly erected columns & connected very soon too. 
Cranleigh RFC Netball Club – Marie McEntee

September 2009 has brought about another successful start to the season for Cranleigh RFC Netball Club. Our debut season in the Surrey Netball League has seen us unbeaten so far and well on our way to promotion next season. This league sees the 1st team travelling all over Surrey to play a high standard of Netball for which the girls are enjoying the challenge. Through playing home matches we have been utilising the netball facilities at the Rugby Club and have seen an ever-growing number of supporters for which we are very grateful. 

The Woking League has seen both the 1st and 2nd teams in Division A last season with the 1st team coming second overall at the end of the summer league. The 2nd team has enjoyed similar success at the beginning of this season and is currently one of the top teams in Division B.

In addition to the leagues, Cranleigh RFC Netball Club has also enjoyed success in the Broadbridge Heath Tournament which is held once a month throughout the year. The team entered is a mixture of 1st and 2nd team players and we have managed to secure the Winner’s Trophy for the first two months of this season.

Training is on every Thursday evening at Cranleigh School Sports Centre from 7.30-9. We welcome players of all standards and ages to come and have a go. Cranleigh RFC Netball Club is always in need of umpires to help out at matches for which payment is available. If you have any experience in umpiring (no qualifications needed) or would like to gain some experience please contact 1st Team Captain Marie McEntee on 07738735348. 

The next newsletter will be published around Christmas/New Year time. If anyone has any contributions for future newsletters please email them to davideve78@gmail.com
